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Propoſals humbly offered in behalf of the 
Princeſs of Orange, Jan. 28. 


ment, That there is no Interregnurm. Of necellity there muſt 
be a Change in the Perſon, yet there is a Continuation of the 
Government. Which ſhews the Prudence and Perfection of the 
Conſtitution, in preventing that, which of all things is moſt De- 
plorable, a Failure of Government. This Rule is therefore of that 
Importance, as not to be given up upon the trivial Saying of Ne- 
mo eft heres vivents, 
*Tis true, the common and ordinary cauſe of a Change in the 
Perſon that is inveſted with the Royal Authority, is Death. 
But we are now in a rare and extraordinary Caſe, where the 
King is living, and yet may be faid to be diveſted of the Royal Of- 
fice, as having, by his Encroachments upon the Peoples Rights, 


I is a Maxim of the'Law of England concerning the Govern- 


: provoked them to reſort to Arms3 and being vanquiſhed by that 
! Force, followed with a total Defeftion from him, and his Relin- 
? Quiſhing the Kingdom thereupon, without providing any ways for 


= the Adminiſtration of the Government. 


This ſeems to be a Ceſſer of this Government, and may in Civil 


- and Politick Conſtruction amount to as much as if he had died. 


But becaule. this is a Ceſs of that 'nature that requires a Judgment 


= to be made upon it, it ſeems neceſſary to have a Conventzon of the 


Eltates of the Nationzto make a Declaration thereupon ( for 'tis not 
for private Perſons to determine in the Caſes aforeſaid, how or 
when the King has loſt his Government ) and till ſuch Authorits- 
tive Declaration made, the King, may be ſuppoſed in ſome kind of 
poſſeflion of the Kingly Office. 

But after the Judgment made and declared, there ſeems to be 
no difference in the conſequence and reſult of the thing, between 
luch an extraordinary caſe of the Ceſſer of the Royal Dignuty,and w 

B calc 


[ 3 ] 
caſe of Death or voluntary Reſignation z or as if the King had been 
profeſt, and made himſelf a Recluſe in a Religious Houle, 

Then it muſt devolve upon the next Heir, her Royal HighncG 
the Princeſs of Orange, 

As tothe pretended Prince of Wales, if there had been no Suſpj- 
cions as to his Birth, ( as there are many violent ones) yet his be. 
ing conveyed into unknown Places, by Perſons in whom no credit 
can he repoſed, and at an Age which expoſes him to all manner of 
PraCtices and Impoſlures, touching his Perſon; then can there here- 
after be no manner of Certainty ot him, ſo as to induce the Nation 
ever to conſider any Pretence of that kind. 

Theſe things being conlidered ; 

Firſt, Whether will not the deching her Royal Highneſs ©urcen 
of England, as next in Succeſſion, be the ſureſt and beſt Founda. 
tion to begin our Settlement upon 3 rather than upon a groundleſs 
Conceit of the Government being devolved to the People, aud fo 
they to proceed to Elect a King ? 

Secondlv,, If that Conceit of devolving to the People be admitr- 
ted, Whether muſt we not conclude, that the Miſgovernment of 
King James the Second, hath not only determin d his Roylaty, but 
put a period to the Monarchy it ſelf ? And then 'cis not only a loſs as 
to his Perſon, but to the whole Royal Family. 

Thirdly, Whether thoſe Perſons that have Rarted this Notion, 
upon pretence of giving the Nation an opportunity of gratifying 
his Highneſs the Prince of Orawge , in proportion to his Merits 
{ which it muſt be acknowledged no Reward can exceed ) if they 
were ſearched to the bottom, did not do it rather to undermine 
this Ancient and Hereditary Monarchy, and to give an Advantage 
to their Republican Principles, than out of any Aﬀection and Gra- 
titude to his Highneſs ? For if the latter was that they had the chief 
xreſpeft to, would it not be the more proper way to declare her. 
Royal Highneſs Queen, which will immediately put the Naticn un- 
der a regular Conſtitution and poſture of Government ? Then it 
will be capable of expreſting its Gratitude tothe Prince of Orange, 
m matters touching even the Royal Dignity it ſelf, without making 
ſuch a Stroke upon the Government, as the EleCting of a King, or 
making any other imtnediate Alteration in the right of the Monar- 
chy ( before the Parliament is compleated and conſtitutcd in all its 
parts ) muſt amount unto, '_ 


The Heads of the ExetEvienT propo- 
ſed by the _— to the Parliament 
at Oxford, in lieu of the Bill for ex- 
cluding the Duke of Y ork. 


five hundred Miles from England, Scotland and Ire- 
land, and the Dominions and Territorics to them 
belonging, 

{1. That the whole Government, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
ſhall upon the demiſe of the King, be veſted in a Regent, for 
ſuch time as the Duke of York (hall ſurvive. 

[!]. That the Regent be the Princeſs of Orange, and in caſe 
of her Deccaſe without Iflue, or with Iſſue in Minority, then 
the Lady Arm. 

IV. That if the Dakz have a Son educated a Proteſtant, then 
the ſaid Princeſſes reſpeCtively ſhall ſucceed in the Regency, du- 
| ring the Minority of ſuch Sox, and no longer. Which obyjates 

an incurable Abiurdity in the former Bill of Excluſion. 
V. That the Regent nominate the Provy-Conncil, and they to 
be, or not to bz approved in Parliament, as ſhall be judged ſafeſt 


L i iy AT the Duke of York be baniſh'd during his Life, 


f upon direCting thedrawing up of this intended Act. 

r VI. That notwithſtanding theſe Kingdoms (out of reſpedt ta 
- the Koyal Family, and Monarchy it fe!f) yay be governed by the 
t ſaid Rernent, inthe Name and Stilez.of Fames the Second, &<. 
), yet it ſhall by this intended Act be made Capital for any to take 
g up Arms on his behalf, or by a Commiſſion not ſigned by the (aid 
'r Regent, or not granted by lawful Authority, derived from and 
I- under ſuch Regent ; or to maintain an Opinion, that the rc- 
ts taining the ſaid Name and Stile, ſhall in this cafe purge the dit- 


abilities impoſed by this AR, or elude the force thereof. 
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VII. That Commiſſioners be forthwith ſent to the Prince and: 
Princeſs of Orange, to take their Oaths that they will take upon 
them-the execution of this Act, and that their Oaths be here 
recorded. w, 

VIII. That all Officers, Civil and Military, forthwith take 
Oaths to obſerve this At, and ſo all others from time to time, 
as in the Act for the Teſt. 

IX. That his Majeſty would gracioufly declare to call a Par- 
Hament in Scotland, in order to the paſling the like Att there, 
and-recommend-the ſame ; and the like to be done in Ireland if 
thought neceſſary. 

X. That in caſe the ſid Duke ſhall-come into any of theſe 
Kingdoms, then he ſhall be p/o fafto, totally excluded, and ſhall 
{affer as in the former Bill, and the Sovereignty ſhall be forth- 
with intirely veſted in the Regent, upon ſuch his coming into a- 
ny of- theſe Kingdoms. 

X1. That all conſiderable Papiſts be baniſh®d by Name. 

XII. That their fraudulent Conveyances be defeated. 

XIII. That their Children be educated. in the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion. 

By theſe means theſe three Kingdoms will be united in de- 
fence of the Proteftant Religion, his Majeſty's Perſon and 
Government, and a ſure Foundation laid of an effectual 
Leagus with Holland, and conſequently with the reſt of 
Chriſtendom, in oppoſition to the growing Greatneſs of 
France, 


F Twas thought fit to-reprivt this Expedient, that-the Reader 
may compare it with the- Bill of Excluſion, ( which may be ſeen at 
large in the Debates of the Houſe of Commons, lately publiſhed) and 
judg which was the greateſt Evil of the. two, viz. that which would 
have ſet the Duke aſide, and given him liverty to live where he plea- 
fed, or that which would have ſtrip'd him of all Power, and baniſh'd 
him 500 Miles off, and left him only the Name of a King, An Ex- 
cellent Expeazent indeed,” 
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An Account of the irregular AGions of 
the Papiſts in the Reign of King James 
the Second : With a Method propoſed 
how to rid the Nation of them. 


"By a Perſon of Quality. 


which have been promoted by the Roman Catholicks 

in England ſince the Reformation, are of that nature, 

and have cauſed ſuch fearful Convulſions in our Church 
2nd State, that it is a great Argument of the Goodneſs and 
Providence of God, that we have been able to bear ſo many 
Shocks, and to avoid ſo many deep Deſigns as have now twice 
nithin the memory of Man brought us to the brinks of Ruin. 

We muſt be very impious or very ſtupid if our laſt Delive- 
rance has not been able to make us adore the boundleſs Good- 
neſs of God towards us his ſinful and unthankful Servants ; he, 
having defeated the Hopes, and totally overthrown the Contri- 
ances of that reſtleſs, implacable, 'perfidious Faction, when 
they ſeemed to be in ſuch a-Condition that they need fear no- 
thing, but the Almighty Power of God, miraculouſly exerting 
itſelf, as in the caſe of Sernacherib, which- they neither fearcd 
tor ſuſpected. | 

The -Non-reſiſting Do*rine had ſo ty*d the hands of the 
Church of England Men, that they thought they might ſafely 
aſult over us, and ridicule the Bond that bound us to our good 
bkhaviour. The Diſſenters were, as they thought, ſo _—_ 

bi 


T* dreadful Revolutions, Plots and Conſpiracies, 


» {0} 


by the Liberty of Conſciznce, and the fulſom Applicationstt 
had made to them in many ill writ pieces, ard by the Fayour}s 
beftowed on Per and Lov, the two Patriarchs, as they wonl ”" 
havebeenthought of that Party : That they not only ſuſpet} 
ed no oppoſitions from them, but really conceived thzy wall 
have becn more than Scaffe!ds in the ruining Delign they ha ial 
then on foot. The Gentry were reduced to the utmoſt depres & 
of Contempt, and the Nobility, who only were capable « &, 
putting a ſtop to ſach notorions and impolitick Encroachmen; of f 
that 


+ 0n Our Birth-rights and Liberties, were not only cloſeted, ex: 
amin'd, re-examin'd, turn'd out of their Stations, brow-hbex 
ren, ridicul'd at Court, and in ſhort, driven into the Count; ; 
but they were alſo by all the Arts that were poſlible rendredodi 
ous tothe Crown, contemptible toone another, and of nout they 
to their Inferiours. 

The Army, which was the next great Engineto bring about =_ 
their Delign, was managed with more Art than is commonhſſ 4; 
con{idered ; for firſt there was a Party of Roman Catholics] jj 
mixed with the Common Souldiers, to be as it were Spies ad 
Temprers, to creep into all the places of their reſort, to abſernÞ j,w 
their Words, . Looks and ACtions, and to take the opportunity had 
of all their Needs, Crimes, Vices and Follies, to pervergthen, Þ the 
and draw them over to the Church of Rome; and in the mea 
time to ſecure them from contriving any thing that might inta-ſ he 
rupt their Proje*ts upon us. Secondly, They puniſhed all wb (ec 
deſerted the Service with the utmolt Rigour and Severity tv] te 
keep uptheir numbers. . And thirdly, They ſent them to quar- 
ter in thoſe places that had in any degree refuſed to comp 
with their Wills, and not only ſuffercd, but encouraged thaf ej 
to outrage, ard ſometimes to murder their Hoſts ;, but to} 7 
ſure in a!l places they very much impoveriſh*d thoſe that enter Wyre; 
tain'd them, and 1a the !aterim they kept ail in awe and quiet 
whilſt the State- Mountebanks praftiſed upon their Lives, Cat 
ſciences, Liberties and Properties. , 

A People thus haraſſed and ©». fet,one would have thought hal 
been conligned to Ruin and Deſtruction ; for where cou!d ou 
Deliverance begin? The Parliament, which is our laſt reſort, 
was at the {ame tive practiſed ©: with all the Art and Addreh T 
that the Wir of Men or Devils could invent z and he muſt bed,.q 
a deep Reach, or a Sanguine Complexion, viho in the begit-Ylay; 
Lilf 


# 
rig of Septerber laſt could hope to tee a Free and a quiet Par- 
lament meet and kit one Month, to repreſent with any. degree 
o Liberty, oor deplorable State and Condition, much leſs to 
'I redreſs any of our Grievances, 

We had one Hope, which if they had left us 11i!!, ww» 2d cer- 
tainly been as quiet ard patient as Jeb himleli, anc [hat was, 
that the Princeſs ary of Orange would, when God thong vr 
ft, ſucceed I11s Majelty, and then we promis'd ourdetves 2 1.y 
of Redemption from all our Calamities and Opprelii-11s , : 

'S that our Poſterity would at wo: ſt ſee better days; To dev. re 
' wof this remote Comfort, that Scene was laid, and the 1.74 ; 
MN of Loretto follicized to procure 2 Prince of Wales to reduce; ; 
tan utter Deſperation of any Redreſ; for ever.' And now 
they thonght they were ſo ſecure of the Day, that they might 
attack the Heretical Biſkops, and the whole body of' our Cler- 
gat once, and make them cat their own Dung in the Faces oi 
their reſpetive Tongregations ; if they had comply?d, the 
whole Nation would have abhorred them, as a parcel of Cow- 
ads ;- if chey did not, the Eccleſizſticat Commillion was to 
hyemowed them down by whole-ſale ; and when the People 
kad been once deprived of their faithful and learned Shepherds, 
the Wolves in Sheeps-clothing hoped to have had much berter 
kuceeſs than hitherto : but the Biſhops 1aterpoſing ſo, unired 
the inferior Clergy, that rhis Deſign proved abortive. and the 
declaring the Biſhops Petition a Seditions Libel, and ſo much 

the more dangerous becauſe penn'd with great Modeſty and Hyu- 
"© mility, ſo far opened the Eyes of all Men, that:the moſt lgno- 
rant ſaw nothing leſs than the Extirpation of: the Proteſtanc 
Religion was aim'd at. "5 

The Army however, which was the great Whezl in this moſt 
"Rdeadful Machine, was for the molt part Prateit2nr, and had: 
expreſs d fo much Joy at the acquittal of the Biſhops, in rite 
Camp at Hownſflow-H-ath ;, that they clearly faw;: till ir was 
tew-modclIl'd, it could not b2 relied on; and therefore thie 
French and Iriſh were to be invited over, and the Companies 
(hanged by dezrees : and when fix of the Officers at Portſmouth 
tad with the greateſt Humility :naginab'e, only defircd leave 
fil up their Companies with ſuch Men of thu Nation 4 they jud- 
fed moit ſeryice.zble to the King, or otherwiſe that they muchi be per- 
Ole mitted, with all imaginable Duty and Þ eſpett, to lay doan their Come 
Lilþ | m1jjaons |, 


[8] 
miſſions; for this Offence they were brought up Priſoners to 
London, and it was given out they ſhould be banged, as perhaps 
they had been , if Monſiexr de Avaux's Memorial given jn 
at the Hague, had not come in that very Polt to enlighten or 
lictle' Srateſmen, and ſhew them their approaching anker, 
and yet after all, the 1oth of September laſt they were caſhier 
at Windſor. | 

And when the Storm from Holland ſeemed unavoidable, wii 
what Inſolence did they treat the Eleven Propoſals made by the 
Biſhops, and the Petition preſented the 17 of November |if, 
. by the Biſhops and Peers about the Town ? So that rill the Ar. 
my began to go over to the Prince of Orange, and the greatel 
part of the Nation had declared for him : No Parliament ws 
to bz thought of, and the Diſpenſing Power was the molt Sacre 
of all the Prerogatives of the Crown. 

That we may not imagine all this was undertaken, and en. 
tred upon without good Conſideration of the Difficulties the 
Roman C atholicks were to met with, I would deſire the Reader 
to peruſe a ſmall Piece by them publiſhed in the Year 1 685, & 
ring the firſt Seſſion of Parliament of James the Second, ſtill, 
Salts Britannica, or the Safety of the Proteſt ant Religion, againſt a 
the preſent Apprehenſions of Popery, in Folio. * The Deſign df 
© which, as the Author himſelf tells us, is to examine what 
© National Operation or Influence a Real Popiſh Crown'd Heal 
© can have over the Lives, Liberties, or Eſtates of Engliſh-nu 
© as now enjoyed, and the Religion of the Kingdom, as at 
* preſent Eſtabliſh'd, and by confuting even the moſt ſabſtant- 
© alof their imagined Dangers, todiſlipate thoſe falſe fears ol 
© Popery, &c. page 1. Andintruth I believe no Man can de 
ny but he has very effectually proved, that it is utterly impoll 
ble for a Popiſh Prince, who has none but theſe Three King- 
doms, to ſet up Popery in this Nation, and that all he can gait 
by the Attempt, will be the Ruine of himſelf. And certainly 
they could not but apprehend this might poſlibly, if not probe 
bly, be the Event; yet after all, King and Kingdom was i 
laſt to be ſacrificed ro the holy See of Rome ;, and on they weat 
when they had proved it impoſl:ble to ſucceed. 

I need be the leſs exact in ſetting down what they have don! 
it being within the ſpace of four Years laſt palt, that they hare 


had the management of Afﬀairs, and ſo all things are as freſh in 
al 
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all Mens Memories, as if- they had been ated tut yeſterday : T 
think then, that I may from theſe Premiſes ſafely conclude, that 
a more daring, reltleſs and implacable FaCtion never appearcd 
under the Sun than this 1s; And that it is the Intereſt of every 
true Englsſh Proteitant, of what Perſwaſion ſoever he be, to do 
his utmoſt to free this miſcrable Nation from the Danger and 
Fear too ( if it be poſlible ) of ever feeling again the dire Ef- 
fects of Popilh Zeal, or rather Fury. 

Our wiſe Anceſtors, for above theſe three hundred Years, 
have been labouring to reſtrain this Demonaick, by Laws, Oaths 
and Teſts ;, and when all the Methods of Severity fail'd, we have 
tried the Charms of Kindneſs, Truſt, Friendſhip and Reliance : 
We ſet up a Prince of their Communion, and oppoſed all thoſe 
that would have Excluded him, with a Zeal which made us 
look a lictle too much 1a love with one who ſeem'd defigned to 
be our Scourge by Heaven it ſelf. When he had declared his 
Religion, and ſome of his Party, amongſt whom MNevel Paine 
was one, had given us clear Indications of their Rage againſt 
us3.yet we in Parliament, not only attainted, and thereby ru- 
in'd the late Duke of Monmonath and his Party, but when ſome 
Gentlemen propos'd to have the Security of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion taken into Conſideration, the Houſe declared they would 
intirely rely upon his Majeſty's Promiſe for the Security of their Re- 
ligion, which they valued more than their Lives. And before this, 
when Charles the Second, the 3oth of April 1679, to avoid the 
Excluſion-Bill, propos'd very advantageous Reltriftions of the 
Authority of a Roman Catholick, Prince, the Charch-of- England. 
men rejected them, for fear they ſhould too much weaken and 
expoſe the Regal Authority, not to mention the Favours ſhewn 
to all the whole Roman Catbolick, Party, during the fierce Proſe- 
cution of the Popiſh Plot in that Prince's Reign : Well, what 
could have becn done more than was, to oblige Men or Chriſti- 
ans to treat us like Friends, when they had an opportunity to 
expreſs their Gratitude ? No, ſtay you there Gentlemen, we 
Raman Catholicks have but one Friend in this World, and if 
you are not for him too, ſtand off ;, expect nothing front us-but 
Ruin and Deſolation. Will you Repeal the Penal Laws and the 
Tet? Why I cannot betray my Religion : Then'make room 
for one that will, Turn out, [te Procul, Ite Profani, And- we 
a1 know what follow*d, and I ſuppoſe no body iu this Genera= 
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tion will have ſor little wit as to pretend any more to oblige 8 
Roman Catholick by any of theſe things. 

Well, will Oaths bind them ? No, they have a Pope, and a 
Maxim that will fruſtrate that Ligament, when ever it is for 
- their convenience to be free. And of this we have ſeen and felt 
too much- already. Will Laws ? If you catch and: hang the 
Prieft, the Traitor, the Cut-throat, he is made a Martyr, his 
Crime's deny*d, palliated, excugd, or it may be jultified and 
defended as occafion ſerves, and yetafter all, they ſhall have the 
Satisfattion of clamouring againſt you for a perſecuting Church, 
and a bloody Nation. 

Well, what is to be done ? Why, for my part, I can ſee but 
one poſlible Method to quiet the Nation, and that is once for all 
to clear it of theſe Monſters, and force them to tranſplant 
themſelves, not out of the Engliſh Dominians, but out of this 
Iſland : As long as they continue amongſt us, they neither can 
nor. will be quiet z Prieſts they muſt and will have, and that 
Ferment will ſuffer nothing near it to be at reſt. The remem- 

brance of what is paſt will irritate the Minds of Men, ard 
make them jealous of future Evils, ſo that no care of the wi- 
ſeſt and beſt Governours can long keep the Nation in Tranquil 
lity and Peace, if theſe Men-catchers are ſuffered to neſtle 4- 
mongſt us. 'But then I would haye this extended only to Eny- 
land and Scotland,becauſe Ireland-would be laid deſolate by ſuch 
an Expedient, and if the Enghi;ſh Nation, which has not- aboye 
40000 Roman Catholicks, were once cleared, it would very ex- 
fily ſuppreſs and revenge any Attempt could be made in that 
Kingdom. 

Beſides this, all. Feme Coverts, all Perſons above ſixty or fifty 
years of Age, all Day-labourers and Handy-crafts-men might 
be excepted ; theſe can maintain no Prieſts, nor much imbroil 
the Peace of the Nation, orat leaſt for no long time ; but then 

all the Nobility, Gentry,. Merchants and rich Tradeſmen of 
that Religion, 1 think ought to be ſent packing, and for the 
future a Law be made todisfranchiſe them, and: make them in- 
capable of poſleſſing, purchaſing, inhberiting or tranſmitting 
any Lands, Tenements, or. Hereditaments, tothe value of for- 
ty Shillings per Azwnm, or upwards. 

To make this the more eaſy, yet it were fitting that -every 


individual Perſon ſhould be asked whether he had rather leave 
" hs. 
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Country, or his Religion ? and all that would promiſe the lat- 
ter upon Oath, to be excuſed, but ſo as to forteit their Eſtates 
if they relapſed after the Oath fo taken, or brought up their 
Children in that Religion. | 
- Secondly, To allow all that wou'd tranſplant themſelves the 
full value of their Eſtates, both Real and Perſonal, their Debts 
being firſt paid and dedufted. This would enable them to live 
in as great or a greater Equipage and Grandeur in our Planta- 
tions, as they ever had here in England; and if they removed 
into Germany or France, Italy or Spain, their Eſtates would 
make their Lives eaſy, and their Baniſhment honourable. The 
World is wide, and if I were one of them I ſhould never ſtay 
for an AR of Parliament, but would certainly fell what I had 
and be gone, that Lmight enjoy my Religion and my Eſtate in 
a warmer Climate. TR 

But, alas, they love their Country too dearly to leave it : 
what is it in England they love? The Civil Liberties they had 
brought to the utmoſt limits of Deſtruftion : The Religion 
of England they hate above all other ; the Earth is not more 
Fruitful, and the Air is much colder than that of other Coun- 


. tries, and 1 am confident the Engliſh Humour is ſo far exaſpe- 


rated againſt Popery, that half a hundred Years will not allay 
the Fever the laſt four Years have raiſed in the Engliſh Blood 
againſt Popery ; ſo that they have nothing to attach them 
to England, but the ſullen hopes of being a Plague and a Ter- 
ror to us. 

But it will be ſaid, The tranſporting ſo much Wealth out of 
the Nation will too much impoveriſh us : This ought well to 
be conſidered, and a true Eſtimate made both of the Eſtates 
and Debts of the Roman Catholicks, and of the Methods of 
returning their Effefts beyond the Seas, and then perhaps it 
would rather increaſe our Trade than abate our Wealth. And 
a for the weakning us by the taking off ſo many of our Peo- 
ple, this I am ſure is a meer Chimera, two 'or [three thou- 
ſand Perſons would be the utmoſt ' that we ſhould loſe : 
And thoſe who bought their Eſtates would be better Subjects 
and Neighbours than ever they will be as long as they continue 
Roman C atholicks. ? 
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It is not to be imagin*d, that all or any conſiderable Part 
of this Wealth will be tranſported in Enghſh Mony in ſpecie, 


- but in Merchandiſe, Bills of Exchange, &e. So that I am con- 


fident we have more ſent away to the Feſuits Colledg beyond 
the Seas in ſeven Years, than would be carried out in ſpecte 
on ſuch an occaſion ; and hereby we ſhould at once rid our 
ſelves of one of the greateſt Plagues that any Nation ever ſtrug- 
gled ſo long with. 

Nor would it be only Profitable but 7»/#f. They have given 
us the greatelt Provocation that ever was given by Men, to 
Men. Did ever 40000 Men in any other part of the World 
ever before endeavour to do what they themſelves had pro- 
ved to be impoſſible ? Did ever ſuch an handful of Men before, 
by Fraud and Violence, delign to enſlavea Free, to impoveriſh 


a Rich, to ſubdue a Valiant and Generous Nation ? What 


could they mean by the Force they in Print, and in common 
Diſcourſe intimated,ithat was, to compel us to give up our 
Laws, if fair Means xtanld not do, but a Maſlacre, or a French 
Invalion ? Let them conſider how they have treated thoſe of 
our Religion in France and Piedmont ; and then tell me, and 
a'l the World, if we have treated them in the ſame manner, 
when we have ſent them away with all they can juſtly call their 
own, only that we might not be forced to ruin them by a 


{lower Proſecution. 


The Facility is equal to the Juſtice of this Method ; they are 
few in number, hated by all the reſt of the Nation ; and b+- 
fides all their former Miſdemeanours, have, by the late At- 
tempts upon the Religion and Liverties of England, fo far en- 
creaſed the Averſion of all degrees of Men amongſt us, that 
they will find very few to pity them, and not many to ſpeak for 
them. 

The only Obje&tions I can foreſee, are, firſt, That it will 
impoveriſh England to ſuffer them to carry away their Eſtates, 
and look too like Popiſh Cruelty, to turn them out deſpoiled 
of what they have, or of a great part of their Fortunes. Now 
this Objettion mult be conſidered in Parliament, becavſe no one 
Man can make any thing near a true Eſtimate what the 
value will be, their Debts being deducted, till a true Ac- 
count is given 'of their Eſtates and Debts, and then I » 
TUy 


Po 
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rily believe it will be found much leſs than it ſeems at firſt, 


” The ſecond Objettion is, That it will weaken us and ſtreng- 
then our Enemies, to loſe fo many of our People. To this, 1 
ſay, it is apparently otherwiſe ; For if thoſe Eſtates were in 
the Hands of Profeltants, they would much more contribute 
to the Union and Strength of England,than the Perſons of theſe 
Roman Catholicks-do, of whom we can make little or no uſe 
io Civil or Military Aﬀairs, at Home or Abroad, in Peace: or 
War. And if they were added to any other Country; the 
Peace and Union they would leave us in, wou'd infinitely over- 
ballance the loſs of their Perſons, and, as 1 believe, of their 
Eſtates too. 

But now, on the contrary, if they be continued ſtill amongft 
vs, we muſt ſtill ſtruggle with all thoſe Inconveniences, which 
have neceſſitated our Anceſtors to make ſo many Laws azainſt 
them, and the Severities which muſt be uſed to keep them un- 
der, will, by degrees, when the Memory of the late Tranſ- 
ations is worn off, eget compaſſion, and that will grow grea- 
ter, as they grow fewer and lefs dangerous, and yet at laſt one 
ſingle Jeſuze may deſtroy the beſt of our Princes, ard two or 
three Gentlemen of Eſtate, may diſquiet and enjealous a whole 
County ; and when all is done, no hopes 1s left that any laſting 
Peace can be made with them ; ſo that as long as there is any 
of that Religion in England, there is a Ferment in the Veins of 
the Nation, whichwwill cauſe dreadful Paroxims. 

Their Emiſſaries will alſo ſow Diſſentions between ns and 
the Diſſenters, and exaſperate the Partics againſt cach other ; 
Þ that the good Correſpendence which is now between us and 
them, will, in ſhort time, be turn'd into Hatred on both ſides, 
if all the Care imaginable be- not taken on hoth Sides of- 


theſe Incendiaries, which will never be wanting whilſt we-- 


have a Popiſh Nobility ard: Gentry, how ſmall fſcever it: is" in 
Number. 

The Seminaries at St. Omers, Doway, &c. arc kept vp by 
the Nobility and Gentry of that Communion, ard terd very 
much to the imbroiling and weakning England, and the ad- 
rancing the Intereſt of France ; but would on Gwindle away 
if they had no Supplies from England, as they cou'd —— 

z 
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if we had no Popiſh Nobility or Gentry, and the Lands of 
England were only in the Hands of Proteſtants. 

retiring of His late Majeſty into France, is another 
ſtrong Inducement : as long as He or the Child is living, 
they will have a pretence to Plot and cut Throats, and the 
will have -ſome to pity, and others to applaud them ; 
that if there were no other Reaſon, this alone were ſuſf- 
cient to determine the Queſtion, unleſs we are reſolvcd to 
fhew our ſelves as careleſs of a Proteſtant Prince, as we hay: 
been over-fond of a Roman Catholick, which will be anil 
Recompence for our Deliverance. 
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The Preſent CONVENTION, 
APARLIAMENT.. 


not ſo eſſential to an Engliſh Parliament, but that the 

Peers of the Realm, and the Commons, by their Re- 

preſentatives duly elected, may legally act as the great Council and 

reſentative Body of the Nation, though not ſummon'd by the 

the King, eſpecially when the Circumſtances of the time are ſuch, 

that ſuch Summons cannot be had, will (I hope) appear by theſe 
{allowing Obſervations. 

Firſt, The Saxon Government was tranſplanted hither out of 
Germany where the meeting of the Saxons in ſuch Aſſemblies was 
at certain fixed times ; viz. at the new and full Moon. But after 
their Tranſmigration hither, Religion changing,other things changed 
with itz and thetimes for their publick Aſſemblies, in Conformity 
to the great Solemnities celebrated by Chriſtians, came to be chan- 
ged to the Feaſts of Eaſter, Pentecoſt, and the Nativity, The 
lower we come down in Story, the {eldomer we find thele general 
Aſſemblies to have been held 3 and ſometimes (even very anciently) 
when upon extraordinary Occalions, theqemet out of Courſe, a 
Precept,, an Edift, or Santion is mentioned to have iſſued from 
the King 3 But the times, and the very place of their ordinary. 
Meeting baving been certain, and determined in the very firſt and 
eldeſt times that we meet with any mention of ſuch Aſſemblies, 
which times are as ancient as any Memory of the Naction.it ſelf; 
hence 1 infer, that no Summons from the King, can be thought to 
have been neceſſary in thoſe Days, becauſe it was altogether need- 
leſs, 

Secondly, The Succeſſion to the Crown did not in thoſe Days, 
nor till of . late Yeats, run in. a courſe of lineal Succeſſion by right 
of 


'T » the Formality of the King's Writ of Summons is 
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of Inheritance: But upon the Death of a Prince, thoſe Perſons of 
the Realm that compoſed the then Parliament, aſſembled in order 
to the chooling of another. That the Kingdom was then EleCtive, 
though one or other of the Royal Blood was always choſen, but 
the next in lineal Succeſſion very (eldom,. is evident from the Ge. 
nealogies of the Saxon Kings, from an old Law made at Calch 
appointing how, and by whom Kings ſhall be choſen 3 and from 
many expreſs and particular Accounts given by our old Hiſtorians, 
of ſuch Afemblics held for ele&ting of Kings. Now ach Aſſem. 
blies could not be ſummon'd by any King ;, and yet in Conjunion 
with the King that themfelves ſet up, they made Laws, binding 
the King and all the Realm. 

Thirdly, After the Death of King William Rufus, Robert, hi 
elder Brother, being then in the Holy Land, Henry, the younge| 
Son of King William the firſt, procur'd an Aﬀembly of the Clergy 
and People of England, to whom he made large Promiſes of his 
good Government, in caſe they would accept of him for their 
King and they agreeing, that if he would reftore to them the 
Laws of King Edward the Confeſſor, then they would conlent to 
make him their King : He ſwore that he would do fo, andalf 
free them from ſome Oppreflions, which the Nation had groan'd 
under in his Brothers and his Fathers time. Hereupon they choſe 
him King, and the Biſhop of London, and the Archbiſhop 
York ſet the Crown upon his Head; which being done, a Con- 
firmation of the Engliſh Liberties paſs'd the Royal Aﬀent in that 
Aſſembly, the fame in Subſtance, though not ſo large as King 
Fobn's, and King Henry the thirds Magna Charta's afterwards 
were. 

Forrthly, After that King's Death, in fuch another Parliament, 
King Stephen: was elefted, and Mawd the Expreſs put by, though 
not without ſome Stain of Perfidiouſneſs uponall thoſe, and Srephen 
himſelf eſpecially, who had fworn in her Father's Life-time, toac- 
knowledg her for their Sovereign after his Deceaſe. | 

Fifthly, In King, Richard the firſts *time, the King being abſent 
in the Holy Land; and the Biſhop of Ely then his Chancellor, being 
Regent "of the Kmgdom in his Abſence, whoſe Government ws 
intolerable to the People for his Infolence and manifold Oppteſlions, 
a Parliament was convened at London, at the Inſtance of Earl John, 
the King's Brother, to treat of the great and weighty Afairs of the 


King and Kingdom 3 in which Parliament this fame Regent was - 
Þ 


* 
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os'd from his Government, and another (et uf, viz, the Arch- 
Titbop of Rqas in his ſtead, This Aﬀembly was not conven'd by 
the King, who was then in Paleſtine, nor by any Authotity de- 
y'd from him, for then the Regent aud Chancellor muſt have 
calPd them together ; but they met, "as the Hiſtorian ſays ex- 
preſly, at the Inſtance of Ear} Fobn. And' yet, in the Kings Ab- 
ſence, they took upon them to ſettle the publick Aﬀairs of the Na- 
tion without him. ; 

$:xthly, When King Henry the 3d. died, his eldeſt Son, Prince 
n i Edward, was then in the Holy Land, and came not home till within 
s | the third Year of his Reign 3 yet, immediately npon the Father's 
| Death) all the Prelates and Nobles,- and four Knights for every 
is UW Shire, and four Burgeſſes for every Borough, aſſembled cogethet m 
lt WY great Council, and ſetled the Government till the King ſhould re- 
) BY turn; made a new Seal, and a Chancellor, &c. © 4 
1s 1 infer from what has been ſaid, that Writs of Sunimons are not f 
i i 6 effential to the being of Parliaments, but that the People of 
ic i Zyland, eſpecially at a time when they cannot be had, may by 
0 BY taw, and according to our old; Conſtitution, aſſemble together ma 
lo | Parliamentary way without them, to treat of aid: ſettle the publick 
( | Aﬀairsof the Nation. And that if ſuch Afermblies {& conven'd, 
le BY nd the Throne vacant, they may proceed not only to fet up a 
of BY Prince, but with the Afent and Concurretice of ſach Prince, to 
f tranfat all publick Buſineſs whatſoever, without a new Elkton 5 
p 
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they having as greaP Authority a5 the People of England caii' dele 
pate to their Repreſentative. | CRenS ol > Wok | 

H. The Acts of Parliaments not formal nor legal m- alt their 
Circumſtances, are yet binding to the Nation ſo long as they con 

I tine in force, and not lidble to be queſtioned as to the Validity of 

2 NF them, butin ſubſequent Parliaments. : . 

4 Firſt, The two Spencers, Temp. Edvardi Secund;, were ba- 
niſked by A&t of Parliament, and that A& of Parliament repealed 
by Dures & Force ; yet was the Act of Repeal a good Law, till 

t ' itwas annull'd 1 E4. 3. | : | 

- Secondly, Some Statutes of 11 Rich. 2. and Attainders thereup- 8 

> | on wererepealed in a Parliament held Ano 21. of that King, which | 

5 | Parliament was procur'd by forc'd EleRions 3 and yet the Repeal 

ſtood good, till niche aSin 1 Henry 4. the Statutes of 11 Rich, 

2, were revived and appointed to be tumly held and kept. 


D Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, The Parliament of 1 Hen. 4. conſiſted. of the fame 
Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes that had ſerved in the then haſt dif. 
ſolved Parliament, and thoſe Perſons were by the King s Writs to the 
Sheriffs commanded 'to be returned ; and yet they paſſed Ats, and 
their Ads tho never confirmed, continue to be Laws at this Day. 

Fourthly, Queen Mary's Parliament that reſtored the Pope's Su. 
premacy, was notoriouſly known to be-pack'd, inſomuch that it was 
debated in Queen Elizabeth's time, whether or no to declare all their 
Acts void by'A&t of Parliament. That courſe was then upcn ſome 
prudential Conſiderations declined 3 and therefore the Adts of that 
Parliament, not ſmce repealed, continue binding Laws to this Day, 

The Reaſon of all this, is, Becauſe no interior Courts have Au- 
thority to judg; of the Validity or Invalidity of the Acts of. ſuch 
Aſſemblies, as have but ſo much as a Colour of Parliamentary Au. 
thority. 

The Ads of ſuch Aſſemblies being entred upon the Parliament- 
Roll, and certified before the Judges of Weſt minſter- Hall, as Ad 
of Parliament, are concluſive and binding to them 3 becauſe Parlia- 
. ments are the only Judges of the  Imperfetions, Invalidities, Ile. 

galities, &c. of one another. | 

The Parliament that calld in King Charles the ſecond, was not 
aſſembled by the King's Writ, and yet they made Adts,. and the 
Royal Aﬀent was had to them z many of which indeed were after 
wards confirmed, but not all, and thoſe that had no Contirmation, 
are; undoulted Adts of Pailiament without it,*and have ever (incr 
obtained as ſuch, | a | 

Hence I infer that the prefent Convention, may, if they pleaſe, 
aſſume to themſelves a Parliamentary Power, and in Conjundtien 
with ſuch King or Queen as they ſhall fQleclare, may give Lawsy 
the Kingdom as a kgal Parliament, | 
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Hear you are eleted a- Member of this next Convention, and 
therefore expect to ſee you very ſuddenly in Town 3. but I can 
] tell you my mind more freely in Writing, and you maythink 
choſe to give'you the trouble of this Paper, than to leave all to a 
perſonal Conference at our next Meeting, 
I will not diſpute with you about what is paſt, or what is to 


come 3 it is too late to do the firſt, and asþr the ſecond, whatever 


becomes of other Arguments, Intereſt is moſt apt to prevail, and 
therefore.all that I beg, of you,js to take cate that you do not miſtake 
your own and the . Nations Intereſt in a matter of ſuch high Con- 
cernment, | 
" Thar is no leſs Aﬀair before you than the Fate of Princes, and 
of three Kingdoms, which requires the moſt calm, matuze, and 
deliberate Advice; and yet when you come to Loxwdon, you will 
find ſuch Diſtraftions and Diviſions in Mens Counlels, that all the 
treating Dangers of Popery were not a more formigable proſpe&t 
tf Conſidering Men, all old Animolities are revived, and new ones 
lomented every day 3 ſome are viſibly ated by Ambition, others by 
Revenge 3 the Diſſenter is very bulie to undermine the Church, and 
the Commonwealths Man to ſubvert Monarchy, and the Lord have 
Mercy upon us all. 1 doubt not but you will readily confeſs, that it is 
the common Intereſt to have things ſettled upon ſuch a bottom, as is 
molt like to laſt, and,then,l am ſure, you muſt conſult both Law and 
Conſcience in the matter, and keep to your old Eftabliſhment as neax 
$8 you can; for when there are (o many Diſtempers in Mens Minds, 
and (uch contrary Intereſts, it is no time to innovate, it is no time 
to lay new Foundations , when” there are frequent Earthquakes, 
D 2 which 


, 
*. os 
x 


2” Mp RC —_- 


better of it when you ſee it before you ; and therefore T have rather 
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which will not give them time to ſettle : The Revolutions of State 
have been ſoquick and ſudden of late, that all prudent Men will be 
cautious how they try Experiments, - which are commonly dange- 
rous and uncertain, but eſpecially in matters of Government, which 
depend on the good liking of free and moral Agents, and when 
many Hundred Thouſands are to be fatished, you can never gueſs at 
the prevailing Opinion, by the major Vote of a Convention, 

Let us thentconfider, what moſt likely to give the moſt gene- 
ral ſatisfa&tion to the Nation, for that, I am ſure, is moſt likely to 
be laſting, and becauſe you may be a Stranger to theſe Matters yet, 
I'will give you an Account of the different Projefts now on foot, as 
well as I can learn them... 

Some. are for ſending to the King, and Treating with him to re- 
tarn to his Government, under ſuch Legal Reſtraints, as ſhall give 
ſecurity to the moſt jealous Perſons, for the preſervation of their 
Liberties, Laws, and Religion 3 and if he will not conſent to this, 
to make the next Heir Regent. Others are for declaring the Crown 
forfeited. or demiſed , and proclaiming -the Princeſs of Orange, 
Others will have and rag ved, and begin all de now, 
and make the Prince eng King, or Crown him and the Prin- 
ceſ3 together, and the Title of the Princeſs Ann, till after 
the Prince's Death, if he ſurvive the Princeſs. I ſhall not pre- 
tend *to-tell you, which of theſe I ſhould prefer, were it Res mte- 
gra; forth Queition is not, which you and I ſhould like beſt, but 
which will be the firmeſt Foundation for the'Peace and Settlement 
of theſe Kingdoms. 
© 1. As for the firſt, though it be horribly decried, and ſuch Men 
fooliſhly expoſed as Friends to Popery and Arbitrary Power , yet! 
could never meet with any Man yet, who had the face to rejeQ W 
Treaty with the King upon any other pretence, but that it was in 
yain, that it is impoſſible he ſhould give any Security to the Nation 
that he would Govern by Law 3 which is ſo ridiculous a pretence, 
that it will ſatisfy no Body, but thoſe who are reſolved, that he hall 
neyer return, For,as little as I am verſed in this matter.l could frame 
fuch Laws, as ſhould put it utterly out of the King's Power to it- 
vade our Liberties or Religion : However, I a! ſure we ſhould have 
thought our ſelves very ſecure, would the King have calted a Fret 
Parliament, and given thera liberty to have made what Laws they 
pleaſed, and that which would have given ſuch general ſatisfaction 
%cfore, had 'it been granted, I ſuſpect, ſhould it be now grant 
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and refuſed, that would give as diſatisfaQion-3 nay, thevery 
refuſal to Treat, will be thought ſuch a ſcandalous neg}eR of our 
Duty to a Sovereign Prince, and give ſuch Jealoufies to People, that 
thoſe who oppole it, are only afraid chat the King ſhould comply, 
235 will be the foundation of univerſal Diſcontents, which will ſhew 
themſelves upon the firſt occaſion. It is certain, would the Con- 
vention Treat with the King, either they would agree, or they 
would not agree 3 'if they could not, agree upon the propoſal of 
realonable Securities, this would fatisfie Multitudes of People that 
they had tried; if they did agree, this would give univerial fatisfa- 
fon, and there were an happy end of all our Troubles. 

But now let us ſuppoſe, r +4 part of the Convention (hould-pre- 
vail which is agaialt Treating with the King, - and for depoling or 
ſetting him atide without more ado; let us conſider what is like to 
be the moſt probable Conſequence of this. | 

It is certain, this fundamental Change in the Government  can- 
not be made by any Legal Authority 3 for the Conventjon will not 


pretend to any (uch Legal Power, and thete can be no Parliament . | 
without a King ; and "_ whole whole Authority depends up- 


on a Convention that has no ſuch Authority, is but in a weak ſtate 
8 to. Civil Right: No Man will think himſelf bound in Conſci- 
ence to obey him, and when every Mans Conſcience is free, let ſuch 
a Prince beware of Epidemical Difcontents. And let you and I 
yu conſider, what Diſcontents- may probably arife ypon ſuch 2 
unQare, | JH 

i, Firſt then, All thoſe who think themſelves bound þy their 
Oath of Allegiance to 'defend the King's Perfon, Crown and Digs 
nity, who wonder at Men of Law, who talk of a Forfeiture or De» 
ile of the Crown while the King lives, and flies out of his Kings - 
only-for the (afety of his Perſon, and becauſe he will not truft 
himſelf in, the power of his Enemies , I fay, all ſuch Perſons will : 
be greatly diſcontented at Depoſing the King,and will never own any 
other King, while their own King, to whom they have {worn Alle=- 


'giance, lives and tho you ſhould ſuppoſe ſuch Conſcientious Men 


hs very few, yet if theſe few ſhould happen to be Perſons of 
after, of known Prudence and Abilities, Integrity and Ho- 
neſty, in Church or State, their Examples would give a terrible 
Shock to ſuch a new tottering Government, tho they were never {o 
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'And yet let me tell you, you mult not judpe of the Numbers of 
thele Ven'by the late general defeftion. The” whole Nation, 1 
confeſs,” was ' very” unammcus tor the - Prince, great numbers of 
Gentlemen; nay, of the King's own Soldiers went over to him, 
very few but Papilis offered their Service to the Kingz- but the rea. 
ton -of this was very evident, not that they were willing to- part 
with the King, and fct-up another in his room, but -becauſe they 
were borribly atraid of -Pcpexyy and very delirous to fee the Laws 


and Religion of the Nation ſettled uporthe old Foundations by a + 


Free Parlament, which was all the Prince declared for 3 but many 
who were Well-wiſhers to this Detign, will not renounce their A)- 
tegince to their 'King 3- and- nov they ſee what is like to come of 
ir, ;are athamed/of what they have-done, and ask God's pardon fot 
it; and-are ready to'undo it-asfar as they can. , . 

2. Belides a thouſand occations of Diſcontent which may hap. 
per ih ſuch a Change of Government as this, which no Body can 
pollibly totefee, and yet may (have very fatal Conſequences, there 
are ſome. very- vilible o&cafions for it belides-the- ſenile 'of Loyalty 
aid Conſcience. n vey nat, ws $1:/100G 

How many Diſcontents, think you, may ariſe between the No- 
bility and Gentry, who attend the new Cowt ? tyery Man will 
think he has ſome. Merit, and expect ſome marks of Favour to 
have his ſhare of Honour, and Power, and Profit, and: yct a great 
many: more muſt miſs, than thoſe wiv ſpeed, and many of thoſe 
who are Rewarded, may think they han't their Delerts, and'be 
diſconternted to fee others preferred before them z and thoſe whole 
expectations are diſappointed, are diſobliged too, and that is a dan- 

erous thing when there is another, and a rightul Kiug to oblige 3 
be Duty and Diſccntent together, to be revenged if a new King; 
and to be reconciled to an old One, will ſhake a Throne which has 
{o ſandy a Foundation, The like maybe aid of the Soldiery, who 
are generally Men of Honour and Reſentment, and have the greater 
and ſharper Reſentments now, becauſe they are ſenſible of” their 
miſtake when it is too late 3 yet 2: they ought not to have Fought 
for- Popery, nor agaiunit the Lav and Liberties of their Country, 
ſo neither ought they to h++: leterted the defence of the King's 


Perſon and Crown, but have | -- : tt the Prince to Terms, as well 
as the King. x 

Thus you eaſily for-:c- 11s heavy Tax muſt be: laid upon the 
Nation, to defray ; ©, this Expedition, and I believe 
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the Country would. have -paid it very <hearfully_and-thankfully, 
hk -the Prince reſtored to them their Laws, and , Liberties, and 
Religion, together  witlt. their King 3 but you know Men. are apt 
to complain of every thing, when Money is to be paid, and it may 
be it will be thought hard to loſe their King, and to pay fo deax tor it 
too; And tho what the Conwention does is none.of the Prince's iault, 
-no moxe than it was his delign, yet angry People don't ule todiftin- 


guilſh {onicely. 


+ But there is a greater Difficulty ſtill than all this: There «re no 
Cententions ſo fierce as thoſe about Religion 3 this gave Life 
and Spirit to the Prince's Delign, and had the main firoke in this 
late Revolution: And though Popery were a hated Religion, yet 
moſt Men. are as zealous. for their own Religion, as they are againſt 

, Popery. Thoſe of' the Church of England are very. glad. to get 
rid of Popery, but they will not be contented to part with their 
Church into the Bargainz for this would be as bad as they could 
have ſuffered under Popery. The ſeveral Sets of Diſſenters are 
ghd" to get rid of Popery alſo', but now they expe& glorious 
Days for themſelves, and what they expe&t God Almighty 
knows, for 1 am confident they don't know themſelves... Now 
tafider how difficulc it will be, for any Prince, who has but a 
crazy Title to the immediate poſltifion of the Crown, to adjuſi this 
matter ſo,- as neither to diſguſt the Church of Englard, nor the 
Diſſenters, and if either of tizem be dilobliged, there is a formidable 
Party made againft them. 


\ This-being the Caſe, ſhould the King be depoſed, and any other 
acend the Throne, it will de neceſſary for them to keep up a ſtandin 

Army to quell fuch Diſcontents3 for where there are and will be Dil: 
contents without any tye of Con{cience to refirain Men, there can be 
no defence-but only in Power 3 and this will raiſe and encreafſe new 
Dikontents 3 for it alters the frame.of our Conſtitution, from a Ci- 
vil to a Military Government, which is one of the great Grievances 
ht we-have complained'of, and I believe Engliſh People will not be bet- 
y, terpleaſed with Dxtch; or German, or any foreign Souldiers,. than 
;'s they were with their own Country-Men 3 and I believe Engliſh Soul- 
ll diers will not be extreatnly pleaſed to ſee themſelves” disbanded, or - 
ent into other Countries to hazard their Lives, while their Places are 
taken up by Foreigners, who live in cale, plenty, and fafery : And 


when 
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when things are.come to this paſs, which'is ſo likely, that1 

fee how all the Wit of Man can prevent it ; -I will ſuppoſe. þut one 
thing more, which you will {ay is not unlikely, that the King retum 
with a foreign Force to recover his Kingdoms, how zeady will the 
Men of Conſcience, and the Men of Diicontent be to join him, nay 
ro invite him Home again 3 and if hEteturns as a Conquerour, you 
will wiſh; when it is too late, that you had treated with him, and 
brought him back upon ſafe and honourable Terms, 


Secondly, Let us fuppoſe now, that all this ſhould be over-voted 
(for Famſure it can never be anſwered) and the Convention ſhould 
reſolve to proclaim the next Heir. 


1. You muſt be ſure to examine well who is the next Heir, that is, 
you muſt throughly examine the Pretences of the Prince of Wales ; 
and yet if you have not good Proofs of the Impoſture, you had better 
tet it alone. Fortho the Nation has had general preſumptions of it, 
yet a Yale Heir of the Crown is mightily deſixed, and People. would 
be very fond of him, if they had one, and ſeem to expe ſome bet- 
ter Proofs than meer Preſumptions againſt him, becauſe common 
Fame has promiſed a great deal more, and- if you ſhould-cither { 
nothing to it,, or not what is expected, it would be a very plauſible 
pretence for diſcantented People to quarrel. 


2, Suppoſe the Princeſs of Orange ſhould appear to be the next 
Heir, what if a Lady of her eminent Vertue ſhould {cruple to fit upon 
her Father's Throne, while he lives ?- Or what if ſhe ſhould (cruple 
it hereafter, and place her Father in his Throne again ? This is not 
impoſſible z for Vertue is greatex- than a Throne, For my part, 1 
think you will put a very hard thing upon ſo excellent a Lady, and1 
pray God give her Grace to reſiſt the Temptation. A Regency is 
more tolerable, becauſe a Nation muſt be governed; and. none 
proper to govern if as the next Heir 3 but I ſhould think, none who 
expect to wear a Crown, ſhould countenance Subje&s in depoſing 
their King, nor accept of a Crown upon ſuch Terms; .as to take it 
off of a Father's Head : It is a dangerous thing for a Prince who has a 
Title to the Cxown, ' to own that the Crown tmay be forfeited or de- 
miſled by ſuch a withdrawing ; if this be not fo, the Princeſs has no 
Right to the poſſeſſion of the Crown yet 3 and if it be fo, her Crown 
is worth a great deal leſs than formerly it was, eſpecially if ſhe fo 
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* this Secret by accepting the Crown, which her Anceſtors always con- 


cealed, and which the belt Subjefts of England would not believe 
before > what they may do after this, I know not. 


Thirdly, The next Deſign (T verily believe without the know- 
ledg or thought of the Prince, who has too great a Mind to think of 
any thing, which in the opinion of any wiſe Man could ftain and 
fully his Glory) is to give the Crown to the Prince of Orange, for it 
multi be a Gitt, it any thing 3 for he has no immediate Title to it, 
that I know of : This is upon a pretence, that the Government is 
diſſolved, and theretore we muſt begin de novo, which is very ridi- 
culous, when the King is (till alive, and the Laws in as full force as 
ever, only the Regular Adminiſtration of Government at preſent in- 
terrupted by the King's abſence 3 but this is not the worſt of it, for 
it is a dangerous pretence too, eſpecially to Men of Quality and 
Eſtates, as you are 3 for if the Government be diſſolved, our Laws 
are diſſolved, and Honour and Property diſſolved with them, and 
then I doubt the Mobile will come in for their ſhare in the new Di- 
viſion of the Lands, and ſet up for Men of as good'Quality as any 3 
for if our Laws are gone, we return to a ſtate of Nature, in which all 
Men are equal, and all things common 3 this I believe'you will not 
be for, for the Reaſon above-mentioned. 


If then the Laws continue, the Government is not diſſolved, and 
the Crown is not a Gift, but an Inheritance till, as much as your 
Fftate is 3 and then the Prince of Orange cannot have it in his own 
Right, beeauſe his own Princeſs, and the Princeſs Ame are before 
him; conſider then what the conſequence of this Projet would be. 

1. This alters the eſſential Conſtitution of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, by changing an Hereditary into an EleQtive Monarchy, a thing 
which T know ſome Men are very fond of ; for then the next occa- 
lion they can find to quarrel with their Prince, they may with as 
much caſe turn it into a Common-Wealth ; for when the Crown 
- the Peoples diſpoſal, they may if they pleaſe keep it to them- 
erves, ” 

2, This will entangle all Men of Conſcience in new Difficulties ; 
for the Oath of Allegiance does not only bind us to the King, but 
to his Heirs and Succeſſors, which muſt be underſtood of the next 
lineal Heir, where there is no Authorny to alter it ; and whatever 
Parliament may be thought to have with the Authority and Con- 
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lent of the King, no Man pretends, that a Convention of the 
Eſtates has any Legal Authority - to do it. I ſhould be as heartily 
glad as any Man, to ſee the Peince of Orange legally ſeated on the 
Engliſh Throne 3 but theſe are Difficulties I cannot break through, 
Thus I have given you my haſty Thoughts, and pray God to di- 
red you. 


I am Tours, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


f Ng ner py thing more, I would beg of you, that the Story of 
French League to cut Proteſt ants Throats in England may be 
well examined; for this did more to drive the King out of the 
Nation, than the Princes Army 5 and if this ſhould prove a Sham, 
as ſome,, who pretend to know, fay it is, it ſeems at leaſt to 
be half an Argument to invite the King back again. In ſhort, 
remember you are a Convention, not a Parliament, and there- 
fore nothing can give Authority to what you do, but the good 
liking of p. People z_ and as Neceſlity only can juſtify your 
meeting without the King's Writs, fo 1 hope you will take care 
to do nothing but what will juſtify it ſelf to God, the King, and 
your Country. 
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An ANSWER to the Author of 
the LETTER to 4 Member of 


the CoOnveNTION. 


Rtutmad Sir, 

Our Name, your Quality, your Religion, and your Deſign 
in Publiſhing this Letter are wholly unknown to me, but 
the confident Afertion, pag. 3. $. 16. That you are ſure 
it can never be Anſwered ; ſounds lo like a Son, or rather 

a Father of the Infalible Church, that it has provoked me, if not to 
anſwer, yet atlcaſt to.refle&t upon ſome Paſſages in this Magiſterial 
Compolure. 

$. 2. Whatever becomes of other Arguments, Intereſt is moſt likely 
to prevail, You, Sir, ſuppoſe your Parliament-Man, in theſe words, 
to be one who will gn no Arguments from Juſtice, Reaſon, 
Religion, or the Laws of God or Man 3 Interef# is the only thing 
which is lckely to 1, an excellent Complement to a Patlia- 
ment-Man z but it goes higher yet, and takes in the Majority of che 
States, for no one Man ſhall ever determine theſe great things. 

$. 3. You tell him, That Al the threatning Dangers of Popery 
were not 4 more formidable Proſpelt to conſidering Men, that the 
preſene Diſtrattuns and Diviſions, Now ſurely this is a very 
bold and daring ſtroke ; but that am certain theſe penſive thought- 
ful Men are not either very numerous, or very conſiderable 3 
otherwiſe, the few of the Church of Exgland that are over- 
thoughtful in this Point, deſerve much Compaſſion, becauſe t 
_ themſelves and others out of pure tenderneſs of Conſcience, 

41 over-great Loyalty; but then there is no danger to be appre- 
hended from them 3 and they will in time ſatisfy their own Scru- 
ples, and in the interim, I doubt not, infinitely more Men 
dread the Dangers of Popery, -_ to this Day, than all the 
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Gommon-wealth-Men, D;ſſenters, ambitious and revengeful Wretches, 
which' you have {ſo artfully muſtered up to fright the Country 
Eſquire with, can over-ballance, Strange it is in the mean time, 
that the Dargers of Popery, which laſt Oftober appeared fo formi- 
dable, thould in fo ſhort a time vaniſh, or rather dwindle into no- 
thing : But Ged,, by the Miniſtry of the PBrince.of Orange and+ his 
Fricnds, has brought this about, In the relt of- that SeQtion I agree 
with you, and approve of it. 

The two next Sections being only a repreſentation of the different 
Parties of Men now upon the Stage, I leave as I find them. 

S. 6. Though the Opinion of thoſe who are for ſending to the 
King, and treating with him to return to his Government, under 
ſuch legal Reſtraints, 4s ſball give ſecurity to the moſt jealow Per- 
ſons, for the preſeruation of their Laws, Liberties, and Religian, 
& horribly decryed, 8c. yet the only Reaſon againſt it is, becauſe it i 
vain. Now, Sir, thatReaſon is 1o very good, that it may perha 
juſtify that dreadful Conſequence you o ſhrink at:3 for though 1 j 
not doubt but you are a wonderful Legiſlator, yet if Twenty wiſer 
Men than you were joined with you to frame theſe new Laws, yet 
tet but a Popiſh Prince have the Supreme Executive Power and the 
Legal Prerogatives, and he will break. through all your ReſtriCtions 
with wonderful Facility, as we. have ſeen by Experience, But then 
if you leave him the Name,and take away the Power of a King, you 
ſetup a Common-mealth ixeamediately, which will not end with your 
Papiſh Prince, but there will be ſtickling to keep all things -in the 
fame State in the following Reign, of what Religion ſoever the 
Prince is, which was the Reaſon why. the Limitations offered by 
Charles WI; in 1679, were rejeced. 

FAnd let it be remember'd alſo how welt that Prince, that ws 
ſuppoſed to be a Proteſtant,kept his Word, and the Solemn L eague 
and Covenant, which he ſolemnly with Hands and Eyes lifted up to 
Heaven, . ſwore to obſerve in Scotland, &c.] : 

Well, but we would have thought eur ſelves very ſecure if tht 
King. would hrve called a Free Parliament ;, Yes, Sir, if he would 
have call'd it Freely, ſo thay it had been the production of his Will 
without Force ; but Sir, it is notorious, he was reſolved 'the Park- 
ament ſhould cither not be free, or not meet ; .and if your Memory 
will not ſerve you to recall the virulent Refleft;on on the humble Pt- 
rition preſented by the Lords Spiritnal and Temporal the 17th of Ne- 
yember laſt, in which the. Authox tells .us, That the ng 
Ak" 
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Parliament now, 5s ſo far from being the only way ( to preſerve 


- His Majeſty and the Kingdom) that it will be- one of the principal 


cauſes of muoh Miſery to the Kingdom, 8c. and nothing would do 
then, but driving the Prince of Orange out of the Kingdom with 
Force and Arms. Now lI ay, Sir, if you cannot remember this; you 
ſhall never be truſted to frame Laws, if 1 can help it. m5 

There is another and a better Reaſon to refuſe a Treaty, than the 
fearing the King fhould comply. Suppoſe that he ſhould grant all 
that you can ask, bating White-Hall, the Revenue, the Title of King, 
and the Right of calling Parliaments, and making Peace and War: 
What Security have we that he will acquieſce in this low reſtrained 
Eſtate? Oaths, Laws, and Promiſes we had before, but what 
did they ſignify ? Who ſhall be Guarantee ? ' what ſhall we do if he 
break out again? In fhort quis cuſtodiet Cuſtodes ? So that the 
many who delire a Treaty, are deſired to read the Enquiry into the 
preſent State of Affairs, that they may not come- into the Diſci- 
pline of the ſevere Lady, who has taught the Proteſtants in France 
and Piedmont a Leſſon which England too muſt have gone through 
with, if God and H.W. P. 0. had not faved us 

But if the Convention ſhould refuſe to treat, and Depoſe the 
King, it would a without a Legal Poner, $S. 8. Why Sir, 
here is no eccaſion to talk of a Depoſition, the King is gone of his 
own accord* freely; and they are only to confider whether we 
ſhall periſh» in -a State. ob Anarchy, recal -him, and ſaffer over 


again all that is paſt, and all that was intended, but prevented ; 
'0r whether they ſhall recognize the next 'immediate Heir, - and 
"enquire who that is? Well, but the next Heir, it ſeems, thall 


have ſmall joy of it, his whole Authority dependins on a Conven- 
tion that has no Authority : Th good time! Will the Authority 


of this Prince, when acknowledged, depend on the Authority of 


the Convention ? Did Queen- Elizabeth or. King' Fames T.” owe 
al their Authority to the Parliaments which recognized their reſpe- 


"Rive Rights ? But no Man will think, himſelf bound in Conſcience to 


obey this Heir, Have you, Sir, the keeping, of all Mens Conſcien- 
ces, or the knowledg of their Thoughts ? Ican aflure you -mine- is 
not in your cuſtody. 

$. 9. All thoſe who think, themſelves bound [{till] by their Oath 
of Allegiance to defend the King's Perſon, bis Crown, and Digni- 
ty, &c. will be. greatly diſcontemed. Why Sir, then they . may 
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£9 DVer into France, and.be admitted into his Guards, and perhaps 
the gencrous Allowate given him by the Frexch King, will naaiy- 
tain them, if their Hereſſe do not over-ballance their Loyalty, 
and tum it into a Crime, as it happened to the Hugonors. Well, 
but they will never own any other nhilſt their own King lives : 
Aſſuredly this is a wonderful. Man, if he could but as certainly in- 
form as of the number, as he can of the Thoughts and future Ati. 
ons of theie Loyatiſts. 

Well, but # they ſhould happen to be Perſons of known Pro- 
dence, Abilities, Integrity, Honeſty, og they were never ſo fey 
and never ſotame, it would give a terrible ſtroke to this Tetteriung 
Government, Why, Sir, all or the greateſt part -of ſuch Men im 
the Nation, 'weze a dreadful Body, tho they were and ever will be 
few but Sir, there mutt be a confiderable Body of fuch Men tuft 
latiched in the Convention, a number without Doors are already 
ſatisfied, and more will when the States have paſſed their Reſolues; 
and the remainder of the Men of this High Charatter, who will 
ſtill remain Diſcontented, if they, are any thing Peaceeble, though 
not over Tame, will never be able to ſhock. the moſt Toztering Ge- 
vernmewt inthe World by their Examples, bow wall {oever he 
thinks of them. 

Yet, $. 10, He endeavours to ſhew 'the number will not he 
{mall, becauſe many who joyned with the Prince, are aſhamed of 
what they have done, and ask God.perdow. for it, .and are ready to 
undo it as far as they can. Well, Sir, how many ſuch do you 
know beſides your ſelf ? - A Lift of theſe Men were worth the bs 
ving, and may perhaps be cafily taken, it one knew how-to ſcpy 
rate them from the veſt ; however, I ſhould not fear greatly the 
terrible Sheck of theſe wonderful Men, till 1 had better information 
of their Nambers than you can poflibly give us. They were not mil- 
ling td part with the' King, tho they were borribly afraid of Popery. 
Why, Sir, has the King changed his Religion in Fravce ? or are thete 
Gentlemen ſo fond of the King, that they would now be conteu- 
ted to fuffer all that Popery threatned (o lately ? Or are they be- 
come as weary of their Delivery as they were before of Popery! 
Or, will they ſacrifice their Laws, Religion, old Foundations, and 
Free Parlaments to their Allegiance to their King ? It you ſay,Yes, 
Lhavedoene; if no, then'you would have what was not to be had, 
and will nct be comented with what may be had 3 and if the __ 
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. ber of theſe Men is great, farewel to ti» Libert es, Laws, Reli- 


gion, and Priviledges of Eng/and, and its Wealth and Inhabicaurs 
too, and wiat 15 left you may be pleaſed to divide amongft your 
Men of Charaftey. 

To all this he affures us, F. 10. There will be a Thouſand Occaſion: 

of Diſcontent : Jult a Thouſand, neither one rnore or lefs, beſides 
thote ſpringing from the ſenſe of Loyalry and Conſcience : Strange, 
that theſe Two' ſhould be ov troubleforne, as-ty equa}, if not ex- 
coed the whole Thouſand that went before. 
"He that had been before fo liberal of his Informatien, now ſets 
us ro gueſs in $. 10. How many will be diſcontented in the new 
Court for want of Prefer ment ?. Why, Sir, It you pleaſe to inform 
mehow many days in Febraary (hall be clear, and how many ſhall 
be cloudy, I wilt fall a guetfing how many m the new Court fhall 
be pleaſed,and how many (hall be diffatisfied ; bat when TT have done, 
it wil! not be worth the while, becauſe this ever happegs, and Cour- 
fliers have an old way of keeping theſe Malecontents in hope, till 
they fall off or gain what they delirez and fo if there ſhoul$hap- 
pen to be a Thouſand of them, they will not be able to ſhock the 
Government, if there is no other cauſe of Difcontent than'that. 

Well, but here Daty and Difcontent will mix, becauſe they are 
ſenſible of their Miſtake when it is too late : For as they onght not to 
heave fought for Popery, nor againſt the Laws and Literties of their 
Country ; ſo neither ought they to have deſerted the defence of the 
King's Perſon and Crown, but have brought the Prince ts Terms as 
well as the King : Why, Sir, Nemo teretur ad impoſſubilia. The 
King was never brought tv Terms, nor perhaps never will : $0 
that if chey had Fought at all, it muſt have been for Popery, and 
gainſt both our Laws and Liberties, Sir, ſhew when and where 
the King offered us or the Prince any Terms, and I will paſs my 
word you ſhall be employed to frame Laws for the Convention, 
which is certainly a good*Ermploy for one that is fo expert at-it as 
you pretend to be. | pA be 

Well, $. 13. A heavy Tax mnſt be laid upon the Nation, to de- 
fray the Charge of this Expedition : Why, Sir, Are you of the 
Privy Council to the Prince ? Sarely he will be able to find ſome 
other Cauſe, or not make the Tax fo very heavy. Bat Men wilt be 
very ſorry to loſe their King; 'and pay ſo dear'for it too: Yes donbt- 
les, a Gracious King isa great Loſs but if 'he will be gone, and 
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involve us ina War too, Taxes muſt be paid, yea, heavy Taxes tg 
ſupport the Charge of it, or Loxis will in a ſhort time teach us what 
the Prince's Expedition was worth, whatever it coſt, 
But this is not all, we muſt pare with our Church too, he crazy 
Title will require the giving the Church to the Diſſenters, F. 14. 
The Difſenters have of late afted very well, and perbaps it a-wite 
Man has the mannaging of them ; and the Pop:ſh Emiſſaries be, 
carefully looked after, we may compound the Quarrel better cheap 
than the parting with owr Church, Sir, I am well aſſured a great 
deal leſs will for the preſent content them, and the King is not Im- 
mortal, and whenever he Dies, the Crazy Title will be Sodered 
2gain, it no Body be to blame tor giving it another terrible Shock. 

&. 15. Should the King be Depoſed, or any other aſcend the 
Throne, it will be neceſſary to keep a ſtanding Army to quell ſach Diſ- 
contents, You may bea good Law-framer for ought I know, but 
I will {wear you are no States-Man ;, this whole Scion is meer 
Whimſey borrowed from the Dutch Deſign Anatomized, who had 
the fally to talk of Governing, England by an Army of Dutch and 
Germans ; but vehy, God knows, except it were becauſe a few were 
brought over to deliver us, and cannot preſently be returned back 
to Holland. The Prince is both a wiſe and a good Prince, and 
knows the Conſequence of keeping tholg Forces long here, better 
than a Thouſand ſuch Law-framers, 

Suppoſe the King ſhould return with a Foreign Force to recover hu 
Kingdom, how ready will the Men of Conſcience be, and the Men 
of Dicomtens ta joyn with them, nay, to invite him Home again. 

This looks ſo like a Roman Catholick, Zeal,that if I were not atlured 
he is a Church of England-Man, I could not believe but it was a 
Diſciple of St. Omers:: But will the Conſcientious Men invite the 
King home again, with all his Apoſtolick Vicars, Jeſuits, Eccleft- 
aſtical Judges, Diſpenſing Power, and a round Army of French 
Dragoons to teach us. the French Faith after the French F zſhion ? 
Are theſe the Men of Charatter, Prudence, Ability, Integrity, or of 


Conſcience either ? Would one of the Primitive Chriltians have - 


talked thus, have ſtood for a Licinins againſt a Conſtantine ? Well, 
if the King comes in a4 Conqueror, we ſhall wiſh we had Treatea. 
Truly I ſhall not ; I had rather be forced than deceived, for then [1 
know what I have to truſt toz and I would not willingly be accel- 
fary to my own Ruine. 8 wi 

el, 
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Well, ſuppoſe this unanſwerable ſiuff is over-voted, $. 17. We 
ettHbring good proof the Prince of Wales is an Impoſture, or elſe 
wad better let it alone, Very good the Negative is to be pro- 
wedy we may gucb by this what kind of Laws you, - Sirz would 
frame, Well, but if this be not done, the Ds/content cd ' len wall 
heave 4 plauſible pretence to quarrel : What the Conſcientious Men 
will do + 29 guels, buc in all probability they will not be bet- 
ter qualit 

sf the Princeſs of Oraxge be a Lady of that eminent Virtue 
that ſhe ſhould ſcruple to fit upon her Father's Throne whillt he 
lives? Well, his Majeſty has deſerted his Throne and Kingdom 
when he needed not, except he had pleaſed; and ſome Body mult 
fit upon his Throne, though he is yet Alive : Now if it be her 
Right after his Death, why not now ? Our Author is at his Pray- 
ers, that God would give her Grace to reſift the Temptation ;, and I 
a mine, That the Author may never be one of her Chaplains till 
he is better inform'd. The reſt of that Section is not unanſwera- 
ble, but not worth anſwering, 

He has all — Immy the Prince of Orange Crown'd, yet in 
the 19th SeRtion he proves he can have no Right to it, neither by 
Deſcent nor Gift z and truly I am of the ſame mind for many 
Reaſons, and eſpecially for the fake of the Three alledged by him, 
Sf, 20, 21, 22. and for ſome others too of as great weight, 
which may be found *: the Lord Virulam's Hiſtory of Henry VII. 
And yet our Caſe now before us has three Difficulties that had nor, 
1. A King living. 2. A Prince of Wales true or falſe, 3. A Na- 
ton divided in Religion 3 to which I might perhaps add the Ex- 
eſive Power of France, and the Exceſſive Zeal of this Genera- 
tion to preſerve the Deſcent of the Crown in the Right Line, and 
in the Legal Steps and Degrees. And this being” done, I am per- 
ſuaded nothing can divide the Engliſh Nation, or leſſen their Zeal 
and Aﬀeion to the Prince of Orange, who has deſerved the Crown, 
if it were ours to give him. . 

The Poſtſcript, which is an Hwy and Cry after the French League 
to cat owr Throats, I leave to the Convention: And if I durſt be 
ſo bold as to ask a Favour of them, it ſhould be to enquire what 
the Ro, Catholick, meant by that Threat of theirs,{o frequently printed 
add fpoken by them, If fair means would not obtain the Repeal of 


wr Penal Laws and Teſts, fon! _ 


Now 
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Now for a Concluſion, 1 would defire you, Sir, to-propoſe 

method of Refloring the King, and Secaring, our Linve and Aak. 
gion, nnd it (hall go bard but I'will ſhew-you it is-imapraQicably, or 

ble; that irwill never be graiited 3/or it- it Þe,. never obſer. 
red : And if you phaſe to bleſs the World-with a Receipt of an Ok. 
kg ation that will bind the Conſcience of any other Reman C arholich 
ſo faſt that-neither. Jeſuit and Pope can break-or-untie- it, I affure 
you I will joyn with you in a Petition to the Convention, for 2 
Freaty- forthwith, without any other Terms to be propoſed than 
the giving us- that Security, whatever it is.. ' And in the Inte. 
gm, I am,. 


IR, 


Jan.24, 168%, 


Yours, 


